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Empower and Entrust
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Thank you for 
joining us for 

our first online 
‘Welcome to 
Reception’ 

Parent meeting!



Our Amazing School.
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Our aim at Hill Avenue is to create extraordinary learning opportunities for all of
our children, for them to be proud of their achievements, develop resilience, grow
as individuals in an environment where they are safe and encouraged to excel in all
they do. Our school motto is to Empower and Entrust every individual in our care.

Our school nurtures curiosity and creativity through an inspiring, broad and
engaging curriculum. Our aim in EYFS and the whole school is support the children
as they grow socially, emotionally, physically, culturally and intellectually.

Their amazing learning journey will begin in Reception in EYFS and today we want to
share with you some of the exciting adventures that your child will embark on in
their reception year.
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Miss 
Savin

Mrs 
Brown

Mrs 
Brown

Miss 
Woolley

Miss 
Slater

The Reception Team!



What is it all about?
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• The Early Years Foundation Stage sets 
standards for the learning, development 
and care of children from birth to 5 
years old. 

• All schools and OFSTED registered early 
years providers must follow the EYFS 
framework.

• Early years at Hill Avenue is split into 
• Nursery (children from 3 years)
• Reception (children from 4 years -

starting in the September after they 
turn 4)



In the first years of a child’s life 
it is important to recognise how

they learn rather than what they 
learn. The pace at which a child 

changes their learning style 
varies. 
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• Every child is a unique child, who is 
constantly learning

• Children learn to be strong and 
independent through positive 

relationships

• Children learn and develop well in 
enabling environments

• Children develop and learn in 
different ways and at different 

rates. 



In the first years of a child’s life 
it is important to recognise how

they learn rather than what they 
learn. The pace at which a child 

changes their learning style 
varies. 
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1. Playing and Exploring

• Finding out and exploring 
• Playing with what they know 
• Being willing to ‘have a go’ 
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2. Active Learning

• Having their own ideas
• Making links
• Choosing ways to do things

3. Creating and 
thinking critically

• Being involved and concentrating
• Keeping trying
• Enjoying achieving what they set 

out to do
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There are 7 areas 
of learning and 

development that 
shape the EYFS 

classroom.

All of the areas of 
learning are 

important and 
interconnected. 
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Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development
• Self-Regulation
• Managing Self
• Building RelationshipsPrime Areas

Physical Development
• Gross Motor Skills
• Fine Motor Skills

Communication and Language
• Listening, Attention and 

Understanding 
• Speaking

These areas are fundamental, 
work together and move through 

to support development in all 
other areas of learning. These 
areas begin to develop through 

forming relationships and having 
a range of experiences.
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Literacy
• Comprehension
• Word Reading
• Writing

Specific 
Areas Mathematics

• Number
• Numerical Patterns
• Shape, Space and Measure*

Understanding the World
• Past and Present
• People, Culture and 

Communities
• The Natural World

These areas include essential 
skills and knowledge. They 

grow out of the prime areas. 

Expressive Arts and Design
• Creating with Materials
• Being Imaginative and 

Expressive



Children are assessed 
through on-going 

formative assessment. 

One of the most 
valuable assessment 

tools in an early years 
setting is observations. 
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We constantly assess children in 
the setting. Observations will be 
made of children whilst they are 
engaged in child-initiated play, 
learning opportunities that have 
been set up by adults and during 
adult led activities. 

During the first six weeks of 
starting we are required to 
complete a more formal baseline 
assessment of all pupils. 

These observations of children will be 
captured through photographs, post it 

notes and more formal longer 
observations. 

We will collect all of this information 
together in a ‘learning journey’ which will 
document the progress the children have 
made. We have a paper based copy but 
also track this information on a secure 

online platform. We currently use 
‘Evidence Me!’. This allows us to share 
milestones between school and home.

Children will also complete more formal 
tasks in a maths and English book. 
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Children should arrive at school at 8.45am. 
Reception enter through the nursery entrance 
next to the main entrance. They will enter 
straight into their classroom. Children will be 
met at the gate by a member of staff who will 
greet them and guide them to the classroom.
School ends at 3.15pm
Children are collected from the classroom door. 
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During the day children will be able to access the indoor 
and outdoor classrooms. There will be a balance of adult 
led learning opportunities in small focussed groups and 
child initiated learning. 

Every day children will have a phonics session and a 
handwriting session.

Children will have a mid-morning break and an afternoon 
break. Milk and fruit are provided during the afternoon 
break. 
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Reception are always the first to have their 
lunch. Children will still eat lunch in their class 
bubbles in September. Children currently eat 
food in their classroom and this will continue in 
September.

Early Years staff will support them to wash their 
hands and then find a friend to sit by. There are 
3 Play leaders that support Reception at 
lunchtime.

After children have eaten, they have free time in 
the Reception outdoor area where Play Leaders 
supervise a range of games.
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• Book Bag: Please bring each day. Your child 
can put their reading book, letters and any 
home learning in this bag.

• Wellington boots or old trainers: To be 
left in school for forest school. Please label 
with name.

• Spare clothes: In case of an accident, 
please put these in a bag clearly labelled 
with name (Pants, socks/tights, 
trousers/dress). This can be left in school.

• Water bottle: Please provide a water 
bottle, labelled with name. 

Please label uniform with the child’s full 
name!
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If children have an ongoing condition (for 
example Asthma, allergies) medication should 

remain in school permanently. 
A health care plan will be created for them 

which will detail the specific condition, how the 
condition is treated and procedures we will 
follow in school to monitor the condition. 

In some circumstances, if your child has 
developed an illness and require medication such 
as antibiotics or eye drops there are exceptional 
circumstances where this can be administered in 

school. You would need to contact the main 
reception office to complete documentation. 
Please see our medical needs policy on the 

website. 
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• Photographs: As part of collating evidence to 
make assessments of pupils and document their 

learning journey we may take photographs or 
videos of them in the setting. 

• Attendance and punctuality: We take 
attendance and punctuality very seriously at Hill 
Avenue. In order for children to access the best 
learning opportunities it is important for them 
to be in school every day. Learning begins as 
soon as children enter the classroom so it is 

important for them to arrive on time. For their 
emotional benefit it is also important that they 
are collected promptly at the end of the school 

day at 3.15.

• Absences:
If your child has an 

illness and is not able to 
attend school please 

contact the school office 
before the start of the 
school day and let them 

know the reason. 
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We value the links with the families of our 
pupils. 
You know your child best and your support is 
fundamental in the progress your child will 
make at school. 

We aim to keep you informed and up to date. We do this by
• Daily – if you have any concerns or queries there will be a member of staff 

from Early Years on the door each morning. 
• Termly parents evenings
• Termly EYFS newsletters
• Parent mail messages
• Parent  meetings/workshops (online to begin with)
• Learning together days
• The school website www.hillavenueacademy.com
• School Twitter feed    @HillAveAcademy
• Phase e mail address available from September

http://www.hillavenueacademy.com/
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We want to make sure that your child to 
have a smooth transition into Reception and 

we believe that working together in 
partnership with you will give your child the 

best chance of success at school.  

There are some things you can do at home to help prepare children:
• Read the transition book together so children know what their teachers look 

like, what the classroom looks like and what they might do at school. 
• Practise indepdent dressing, undressing, fastening coats and putting shoes on 

(especially on the right feet). 
• Practise independent toileting and hand washing.
• Counting items in the house, recognising print/numbers in their environments, 

encourage an interest in reading stories together and singing. 
• Getting a good amount of sleep each night. 

More information can be found on the school website and in your 
new reception packs.
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• We will send home transition booklets to read together at home.

• We will give you a phone call to gather information about your child. If your 
child has attended a nursery we will also contact them. 

• Please complete all paperwork so that we have all the relevant information 
about your child. 

• A staggered intake in September. This allows us to support the children to 
settle in and allows us to get to know the children in smaller groups. Further 
information about your individual start dates will be sent out to you.  

A successful transition into school is key to 
ensure pupils settle in to new routines and 

become familiar with staff and their 
surroundings. 




